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SUBJECT: POLICY ON TRANSPER OP MILITARY TECHNOLOGY TO ITALY: 

AIM-9 L MISSILE 

1. SUMMARY: POR MANY MONTHS ITALIAN MOD HAS SHOWN KEEN 
INTEREST IN ACQUIRING AMI-9 L MISSILE. IT IS THE MOD'S 
IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS AN IMPEDIMENT TO TRANSPERRING 
AIM-9 L TECHNOLOGY TO ITALY THAT MAY BE ROOTED IN A 
CONCERN FOR SECURITY. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT CONCERN, 

IP IT EXISTS, TO WORK COUNTER TO OUR BROADER OBJECTIVES 

IN ITALY. PRIME MINSTER ANDREOTTI (A FORMER 
DEPENSE MINISTER) MAY RAISE THE ISSUE DURING HIS VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON THIS MONTH. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
LEARNING HOW THIS MATTER WILL BE HANDLED IP THE PRIME 
MINISTER CHOOSES TO MAKE IT A SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY CHILE OP STAPF ADMIRAL 
MAININI (MOD), RECENTLY RETURNED FROM STAFF TALKS 

IN WASHINGTON, POL/MIL COUNSELOR WAS TREATED TO 
LITANY OP ITALIAN PROSTRATIONS OVER U.S. ATTITUDE 
TOWARD TRANSPER OP INPORMATION ON AIM-9 L MISSILES. 
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3. ACCORDING TO MAININI, THE ITALIAN-DEVELOPED ASPIDE 
MISSILE (IN WHICH HE WRYLY NOTED U.S. HAS SHOWN SOME 
INTEREST) WILL NOT LIKELY GO INTO PRODUCTION BEPORE 
1980-81, LEAVING A FOUR- YEAR GAP OF "UNARMED P-I04'S". 

HENCE THE URGENT NEED POR ABOUT 600 AIM-9 L'S. IT WAS 
HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE AIM-9 L TECHNOLOGY WOULD 
BE PASSED TO THE ERG AND OTHER ALT .IPS. BUT IT WAS 
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HIS IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS, UNHAPPLIY, SOME 
RELUCTANCE '' IN THE PENTAGON" OVER CONVEYING TECHNICAL 
DATA ON THE AIM SYSTEM TO THE ITALIANS - PRESUMABLY 
ON SECURITY GROUNDS. 

4. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE ITALIANS HAVE NOT SUBMITTED 
A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR THE TECHNICAL BRIEFINGS 

THEY WANT, THOUGH SUCH A REQUEST MAY SOON BE FORTH- 
COMING. THEY HAVE HOWEVER BEEN SEEKING TECHNICAL DATA 
ON THE AIM SYSTEM EOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS AND HAVE 
APPROACHED US THOUGH SEVERAL CANNELS - 
THEIR EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND COMPONENTS 
OF THIS MISSION. 

5. WE ARE NOT AWARE OF THE RATIONALE BEHIND THE ERECTION 

OF THE STONE WALL THE IT AT, TANS THINK THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED, 
IF INDEED IT EXISTS. IN ANY EVENT, ANY "SECURITY REASONS" 

THAT MAY HAVE BEEN ADDUCED IN THIS OR ANY SIMILAR CASE 
ARE IN OUR VIEW ILL-CONSIDERED. PRESENT ITALIAN POLITICAL 
ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE SHAKY AND AMBIGUOUS BUT WE ARE AWARE 
OF NO EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS A CLEAR AND PRESENT RISK OF 
A COMPROMISE OF SECURITY. THE GAME IS FAR FROM LOST IN 
ITALY. BUT WE CAN HELP HASTEN THE DEMISE OE ITALIAN 
DEMOCRACY BY WEAKENING THE ATTACHMENT TO OUR COMMON 
PURPOSES AND TO THE ALLIANCE OE THOSE IMPORTANT ELEMTNS 
OF GOVERNMENT CHARGED WITH ITALIAN NATIONAL SECURITY. 
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IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WILL 
URGE PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI TO RAISE THE AIM-9L 
ISSUE DURING HIS WASHINGTON VISIT. WE HOPE THE 
ISSUE WILL BY THEN BE RESOLVED. 

GARDNER 
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